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The ATI opens the Emperor Route of historic theatres in the Czech Republic and Austria
The Emperor Route of historic theatres in the Czech Republic and Austria is the fifth of eleven routes that in 2016 will make up the European Route of Historic Theatres. Perspectiv – the Association of Historic Theatres in Europe launched a project of the same name in 2012 with the support of the EU’s Culture programme, and by 2017 the project will prepare a series of tourist routes, a travelling exhibition and an online database of historic theatres. 
The project is divided into separate stages for individual routes, each of which reflects geographical, historical, and cultural factors. Each of the nine partners – the project’s co-organisers – is responsible for one of these routes. The ATI is responsible for the Emperor Route, which this year covers theatres in the Czech Republic and Austria, and next year will grow to include theatres in Slovakia and Hungary. For the theatres participation in the project means promotion on an international level, greater interest from the professional community and general public, and the opportunity to form and benefit from valuable contacts abroad.  

The Emperor Route links ten historic theatres that are open to the public and represent the most valuable historic theatre architecture that has survived to the present day. Some of the selected theatres are now museums, others are regularly functioning repertory theatres. On all the routes, each theatre will offer information brochures containing brief profiles of all the theatres participating in the project. Theatres on the Emperor Route will eventually also present brief promotional videos, and detailed information on all the historic theatres will be available from a regularly updated online database.

The Emperor Route had its ceremonial opening on Wednesday, 18 September 2013 at a press conference held in the Estates Theatre in Prague – a building that has functioned uninterruptedly as a theatre since it was opened in 1783. The event included a brief presentation of all ten theatres on the route and a tour of the Estates Theatre. 

Other sections of the European Route of Historic Theatres already exist: the German Route, the Nordic Route (Denmark, Norway, Sweden), the Italian Route and the Channel Route (the UK, the Netherlands, Belgium). After the Emperor Route, another section of the ERHT will open every six months, ultimately to include the Adriatic Route (Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia), the French Route, the Baltic Route (Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia), the Iberian Route (Spain, Portugal), the Alpine Route (Switzerland, Germany, Italy) and the Black Sea Route (Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece).

This undertaking has a thematic connection to the project Theatre Architecture in Central Europe (TACE, currently titled EUropean Theatre Architecture, EUTA) that was implemented earlier and which the ATI currently maintains and continues to expand through its vast database on theatre architecture. This database will continue to develop and will be used as a data source of the ERHT project.

More information on the project and an overview of existing routes can be found on PERSPECTIV’s website, which since the opening of the Emperor Route is now also available in Czech: 
 www.evropskacesta.info
Information on the project and the database of theatres: www.theatre-architecture.eu 

Theatres on the Emperor Route:

Austria:

Graz, Opera (1899)

Graz, Schauspielhaus (1766/1823)

Vienna, Theater an der Wien (1801/1840/1901)

Grein, Stadttheater (1791)

Weitra, Schloss-Theater (1885)

Czech Republic:

Český Krumlov, Castle Theatre (1768)

Litomyšl, Chateau Theatre (1798)

Kačina, Chateau Theatre (1851)

Mnichovo Hradiště, Chateau Theatre (1833)

Prague, Estates Theatre (1783/1859)
PERSPECTIV – Association of Historic Theatres in Europe – is a non-profit association connecting people across Europe who are responsible for historic theatres or else have a professional or private interest in these great buildings. PERSPECTIV supports the preservation, restoration, and adequate use of as well as research into this very special common European heritage. PERSPECTIV was founded in 2003 as a Europe-wide association; at present its members hail from 14 European countries, as well as from the US and Canada.

The biggest project of PERSPECTIV is currently the “European Route of Historic Theatres”.
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T  +420 224 809 164
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E   ondrej.svoboda@divadlo.cz 
Carsten Jung

PERSPECTIV – general secretary
T  +49 (0)171 811 44 47 

E   info@perspectiv-online.org
www.perspectiv-online.org
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